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For Our Future — and a World Shared in Common

We... [are bringing/ clarity to our work in developing learners,
global citizens empowered to control their individual
destinies while contributing to our collective humanity.”

Jim Henderson, President and CEO
University of Louisiana System
2022 Letter on Core Competencies



Our Topics For This Conversation

Civic Inquiry and Democracy Engagement in College:

* The Fraught National and Global Context
 What Earlier Leaders Kneyand Policy Priorities Now
« CNZIRACrdécible Momest G2 | bS¢ /[/[59 [ 2If.

 Making College Civic Learning Ecq@ymmitted: Goals,
Prioritiesand Connections to Student Success

 Guided CLDE Pathways For General Education and ilajors
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on Public Questions and Projects



The Fraught National and Global Context

At Home and Abroad: Democracy as a Way of Life is Under Siege.
Aggressive and Brutal Authoritarianism is on the March.

Democracy Faces Urgent Challenges: Climate, Health, Pdvects|
SA8U0NHzZA 0 5SSLI LYSIdzZA GASAZ { 0ONMAI

Young Americans (Under 30) Describe Our Democracy as:
iy ¢ NP dzRf{NS IEA B 6 Rifayaddno® Youith Poll, Fall 2021.

Freedom House 2022 points to 16 Years of Democracy Regression
Aroundthe Globe | YR [ Aadada ! ®{ d® 5SY2O0ONJ O&




The Higher Education Context

On Campus: We Can Celebrate 3 Decades of Progress to Advance
Civic Learning Across All Forms of Postsecondary Education.

Spectacular Leadership from Many Faculty, Staff, Students, and
Community Partners. Civic Learning Changing Lives for the Better.

BUT Civic Inquiry Remains Elective with Millions of Students
NeverParticipating. Democracy Learning Struggles for Resources
c as Does the Entire Public Education Sector.



Policies Priorities: Past, Present, Future....

From the Founding Era Through the Truman Commission in 1947
| AGKSN) 9RdzOF GA2Yy Qa4 5SY20ON) Oé aAaaj

Today, Policy Touts ROI or Economic Return on Investment.

Policy Message:
FromGet a Degree, Get a Jdbilve Back,

‘—» ToGet a Degree, Get a JoBet Ahead (Real Story)

Today, Everyone Can See that Democracy Needs Repair. The Time Is
Right to Make Civic Learning Both Expectedlanhlisive
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College Learning & Democracy's Future

The National Task Force on Civic Learning and Democratic Engagement




CLDEs Shared Commitment Statement

Democracy Learning is a Top Priority for Postsecondary Education.
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Shared Commitment Endorsed by Over 60 Partners
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College Civic Learnin _ :
A Hub fogthe Civic Learning and Degocracy Engagement Movement WWW - C O I I e g e C IVI C Le arn I n g . O rg

ABOUT SHARED COMMITMENT STATEMENT PARTNERS CLDE IN ACTION CONTACT US

The American Association of Colleges and Universities, State Higher Education
Executive Officers, Complete College America, and College Promise invite you to join in
making Civic Learning and Democracy Engagement (CLDE) part of every student’s
postsecondary learning — in ways related to students’ career and life choices.

Imagine if every college student devoted time and talent to democracy’s future!

CLDE GOALS:

- Quality & Equity

- Democracy Engagement

- Collaborative Problem-Solving
- Policy Commitment




Making College Civic Learning Equity-Committed

Quality & Equity:Build commitment and capacityacross postsecondary educatmomo
make civic learning and democracy engagement an expected part of a quality
college education for all college students, wattpuitable participation by
students from underserved communities a top priority.

Democracy Engagemer® y 3| 3S a0 dzZRSYyia A0K RSY2ONJI Oeé(
States, in U.S. communities still struggling to reverse inherited disparities, and
In a globally interdependent world where authoritarianism is on the rise.

Collaborative Problem Solvind?repare each postsecondary student, through creative
combinations of general education, arts and sciences, and caeéed
studies, to work directly on selected public problems that society needs to
solva e.g., problems in racial healing, health, education, housing, climate,
digital access, human rights, justice systems, interfaith cooperation, and more.

Policy CommitmentSecure policy support for and investment in the goals listed above.

See Page 1 of HandoL



From Our Website: Civic Learning Macro Initiatives

The Civic Learning and Democratic Engagement Action Netwidnkprganizationsn
this network have been longgme leaders in advancing civic learning and/or
democratic engagement as a national priority.

Higher Learning Commissiomhe Higher Learning Commission (HL@¢ nation's largest
Institutional accreditor with 967 members, HLC in 2020 made civic engagement one
of its quality standards for the renewal of accreditati®®eference Document

State of MassachusettsThe Massachusetts Department of Education (MIDE2014,
Massachusetts became the first state to make civic learning one of its expected
college outcomes for public higher educatidrReference Document



https://collegeciviclearning.org/organizations
https://collegeciviclearning.org/PDFS/Rosen.pdf
https://collegeciviclearning.org/PDFS/Reiff.pdf

Civic Learning Macro Initiatives

State of Virginia: State Counclil for Higher Education in Virginia (SCHEV).In
2017, SCHEV asked all its member Institutions to assess students' civic
fohbhfnfoul! bt! b! dzs f Refejerscd [otuthgnh gf uf odz / |

State of Florida: Since 2019, Governor Ron DeSantis, the state legislature, and
the Department of Education have worked together to strengthen
students' civic learning in both K-12 and postsecondary public education,
Including career programs. Reference Document

State of Maryland: University System of Maryland (USMD).Since 2017, USMD
has been working at the system and campus level to advance students'
clvic engagement and learning across public higher

f e v db uRefprence Document



https://collegeciviclearning.org/PDFS/Fisler.pdf
https://collegeciviclearning.org/PDFS/The%20State%20of%20Florida.pdf
https://collegeciviclearning.org/PDFS/Shapiro.pdf

Campus Examples of Civic Learning for All

CLDE and Completion Evidence:
The Metro College Student Success Program at I
San Francisco State University Metro College Success Program

GRADUATION WITH EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE

CLDE in Two-Year Institutions:

College of the Canyons }\ INGSB () R() UGH

Kingsborough Community College OMMUNI L L EG )
Community Colleges for Democracy (9 Case Studies)

* DREAMS BEGIN HERE »

CLDE in Four-Year Institutions:

California State University Monterey Bay (JJM "/

James Madison University
Portland State University JAMES MADISON

. UNIVERSITY
Providence College
St. Mary’s College of California

Southern Methodist University UNIVERSITY OF

University of Nebraska-Lincoln WI S CO NSI N

University of Wisconsin—Oshkosh

Worcester Polytechnic University OS H KOS H



https://www.aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2020/summer/probinson

Where Civic Learning Can Happen
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Equity Initiatives
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their Career Preparation with their CommunBased Projects and Research

General Education
Civic and Democracy InquigyS and Global

Majors
Public Questions and Collaborative Civic Projects with Diverse Community Partners

Campus Culture
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Creating Guided CLDE Pathways For All University Students

l ROl yOAY3 CNRY at201S0a 2F D22

¢ KS { éeNew Gove@@ampetencidsame Capacities that
Graduates Need Both for the Modern Economy and Even More,
as Participants in a Democracy Desperately in Need of New
Creativity and New Determination eolve Problems Together

The Next Step Is to Connect These Competencies with Practices
and Projects in General Education, Majors, and Campus and
Community Life.

See pp. # of your Handout for Suggestions on Fostering CLDE from First to Final Year.



Figure 1. Sample Guided Pathway with Signature Work

Preparing students to do signature work will require thoughtful redesign of curricular pathways. This example of a general education

pathway is rich with problem-based learning. It can be integrated with any well-designed major. Students taking this pathway
would develop core intellectual skills and knowledge through exploration of big questions, and they would be required to apply

their learning in their own Signature Work. A version of this figure originally appeared in The LEAP Challenge: Education for a World of

Unscripted Problems, published in 2015 by AAC&U.
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INQUIRY ¢
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Cross-disciplinary :

questions and

studentsignature ¢
project 1

THEMATIC COURSE
CLUSTERS

Three or more courses
across multiple
disciplines, including the
major field. A student
examines questions
important to him/her
and to society.

THEMATIC
COURSE 1

| THEMATIC
! COURSE 2!

THEMATIC

COURSE3

SIGNATURE WORK
A student’s best work,
which can take many

foms{e.q. capstone;

internship; field work;

research; community-
based research)

See Pathway
Example 2

EXAMPLE: Local Government Pathway (Public Policy)

FIRST-OR
SECOND-YEAR
SEMINAR
Featuring fown
half meeting and
public pedagogies

THEMATIC COURSE CLUSTERS

Political theory
course

Government
internship

Research methods
course

SENIOR
CAPSTONE
Team-based

project working
with local
government

agency

OFICIENCIES OVER TIME

EXAMPLE: Environmental Sustainability Pathway (STEM Field)

FIRST-OR
SECOND-YEAR
SEMINAR
Environmental
science

THEMATIC COURSE CLUSTERS

Environmental
sustainability
course

Summer
internship with
environmentally
focused nonprofit

Course on fuel

SENIOR
CAPSTONE
Creation of focal
fuelstation and
strategy to recycle
reclaimed cooking
oil into biodiesel

A Diversity and global learning courses
High-Impact Practices (HIPs)
’ Courses related to major field

D Writing intensive

gy
1 1 Intensive in quantitative analysis

- Both writing intensive and
infensive in quantitative analysis

* For students in two-year degree
programs, this work is Signafure

Work. For studenfs in four-year degree
prograims, if is preparation for Signature
Work. Transfer students may fake the
second-year inquiry seminar af the
original institution or following transfer.



To Share Your Own Civic and
Democracy Work with CLDE, Please Write
Carol Geary Schneider@s@aacu.org

Thank You!




