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1 Liberal Education Outcomes: 
The Learning Every Student Needs 

The outcomes of liberal education have long been recognized as keys to success in learning, careers, and community 
life. Each of the liberal education outcomes addressed in this report has been widely embraced by the academic 
community as evidenced by written campus goals for student learning at hundreds of colleges and universities. 

In ~004, a cooperative study by leaders at the nation's institutional accreditors anQ. by several higher education 
associations came to a remarkable consensus on a few key outcomes that all students, regardless of major or 

academic hackg-.round, should achieve during·underg-.raduate study. These outcomes, which were reported in Taking 
Responsibility for the Quality of the Baccalaureate Degree (AAC&U ~004), included those endorsed in AAC& U' s ~oo~ 
report , Greater Expectations: A New Vision for Leaming as a Nation Goes to College. The recommended liberal education 
outcomes include: 

KNOWLEDGE of Human Culture and the Natural World : 

• Science 

• Social sciences 

• Mathematics 

• Humanities 

• Arts 

INTELLECTUAL AND PRACTICAL SKILLS: 

• Written and oral communication 

• Inquiry, critical and creative thinking 

• Quantitative literacy 

• Information literacy 

• Teamwork 

• Integration of learning 

INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY: 

• Civic responsibility and engagement 

• Ethical reasoning 

• lntercultural knowledge and actions 

• Propensity for lifelong learning 

~ ~ [T]he only education that prepares us for change 

is a liberal education. In periods of change, narrow 

specialization condemns us to inflexibility

precisely what we do not need. We need the flexible 

intellectual tools to be problem solvers, ·to be able 

to continue learning over time . ' ' 

- David Kearns, former CEO of Xerox Corporation 

The charts that follow present evidence of broad support for the recommended liberal education outcomes and also 
provide a very preliminary national assessment of where higher education stands with respect to achieving these 
advanced learning outcomes . These data illustrate that there is much that is not known about college student achievement
perhaps because pointed questions about student learning have only recently been asked. Given the power that good 
assessments have to improve learning for all students, assessment practices should be expanded and improved on 

most campuses to guide parallel improvements in teaching, student effo1i, institutional support, and learning. Only 
then will we know that all of our graduates are ready to thrive and serve in a world characterized by constant change. 


